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vmiAT IS CLAIMED tS: 
^^Ju^ — 1T -^vending machine control program rewrite system for-rewriting 
control program of a vending machine, said vending machine comprises a 
control device having a storage unit storing the control program as a current 
5 one of the control\rogram, which comprises: 

a host compiJter adapted to send a new one of the control program to 
said vending machiners 

said control devitee comprising a rewritable memory as safd storage unit, 
a receh^er adapted to rec^e said new control program from said host computer, 
10 and a rewriter adapted to rewrite seiid control program in said rewritable 
memory from s^d current onesto said new one of the cxDntrol program. 

2. The vending machine control program rewrite system according to 
claim 1 , wherein said host compirter simultaneously sends said new one of the 
control program to a plurality of vencling machines. 
16 3. The vending machine corttrol program rewrite system according to 

claim 1 , wherein said host computer seVads said new one of the control program 
to said vending machine in accordance with a predetermined schedule. 

4, The vending machine control program rewrite system according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

20 said host computer sends to said venqing machine said new one of the 

control program together with a new attribute inpormation of said new one of the 
control program; and 

said rewriter has a rewrite determinator adapted to determine based on 
said new attribute information whether or not the conicol program should be 

26 rewritten from said current one to said new one of the control program. 

5. The vending machine control program rewrite, system according to 
cl^'m 1 , said control device having a rewrite program previously stored therein, 
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wherein sScWrewrlter performs rewrite of the control program to said new one by 
executing said rewrite program. 

6: ~ Tlie vehding machine control program rewrite system according40-- 
clalms 1 , wherein: 

said host computer^ends to ssud vending machine, said new one of the 
control program together with a mwmte program for rewriting to said new one of 
the control program; and 

said rewriter perfomns rewrite of thebeqtrol program to said new one by 
executing said rewrite program received from the hosTeocQputer. 

7. The vendi^\g machine control program rewrite system according to 
claim 1 , wherein: 

said host compute^ends to said vending machine said new one of the 
control program together wltryreyv data mapping information which said new 
one of the control program u^^^lind 

said rewriter has cun^ent qata mapping infomnation which said current 
control program uses, and data remapping portion for remapping data used by 
said current one of the control prograftt, based on said current and new data 
mapping information so that said data «an be used by said new one of the 
control program, 

^^v^ 1 8. Th^endfng machine control program rewrite system according to 
claim 1, wherein: 

said host compbiter sends to said vending machine said new one of the 
control program together with new data mapping information which said new 
one of the control program usebvand a data remapping program for carrying out 
reme^DpIng of said data being useoNw said current one of the control program 
so that said data can be used by said ri^ one of the control program; and 

s^*d rewriter performs data remapphM by executing said data 
remapping program received from the host comt 
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9- pending machine having a control device comprising a storage 
unit storing a cbntrol program storing as a current one of the control program 

therein and an arlthmette and logic unit for ex — 

control program, a host computer sending a new one of the control program to 
5 said vending machine, wherein said control device further comprises: 
a re>Aflitable memorjXas said storage unit; 

communioatiop controlter adapted to control communication with said 
host computer; and 

rewriter adapted^o rewrite the control program from said current one 
10 stored In said storage uninto said new one of the control program received from 
the host computer via said communication controller, 

10. The vending madiine according to claim 9, said host computer 
sending to said vending machVie said new one of the control program together 
with attribute information of said new one of the control program wherein said 

15 rewriter has a rewrite determinator adapts to determine based on said attribute 
Information received from the hosKcomputer whether or not said current one of 
the control program should be rewrrtten to said new one of the control program. 

1 1 . The vending machine arcording to claim 9, wherein said rewriter 
comprises a rewrite program store previously storing a rewrite program for 

20 rewriting the control program, and perfortyis rewrite of the control program by 
executing said rewrite program. 

1 2. The vending machine accordii\g to claim 9, said host computer 
sending said new one of ttie control program together with a rewrite program for 
rewriting the control program, wherein said rewWter performs rewrite of the 

25 control program by executing said rewrite prograrti received from the host 
computer. 

1 3. The vendin^machine control device according to claim 9. said 
host computer sending said i§^4^ooje^f the control program together with new 




^ — : : : 1": i 



20 



data mapping information, wherein said rewriter has a remapping program store 
previously storing data remapping program, said rewriter, when perfomning 
rew rite of the control prQg ram\ [Qjiew one of the control program, executing said 
data remapping program with Wkfence to said data mapping Information 
received from the host computer\o remap data used by said current one of the 
control program so that said data o^n be used by said new one of the control 
program. 

14. The vending machine according to claim 9, said host computer 
(/"^ending said new oqe of the control program together with a data remapping 
io program, wherein sald>;^writer, when performing rewrite of the control program 
to new one of the control fJtKMram. executing said data remapping program with 
reference to said data mappin^nfqrmation received from the host computer to 
remap data used by said cun-ent of^e of the control program so that said data 
can be used by said new one of the c&^ntrol program. 



